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BOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON TUESDAY 6th JANUARY 2026 at 7pm IN THE ALL SAINTS CHURCH, BOUGHTON 
 
Present: 
Parish Councillors:  Cllrs Neil Matthew (Chair), Sue Pogmore, Tam Payne, Sarah Miller and Phil Boyle. 
Apologies – C Cllr Martin Storey. 
Parish Clerk – Mike Inder. 
In attendance: B Cllr Sue Lintern, Mrs Jo Lloyd (Clerk designate) 
Absences – Nil. 
Public - 5. 
 
1/26 Opening and Apologies for absence: Cllr Matthew opened the meeting, welcomed those present 

and reminded everyone that the meeting was being recorded to aid minute taking. Apologies as 
above were noted. 
 

2/26 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest (DPI) for items on the agenda. None. 
 
3/26 Approval of Minutes of the meeting held on 4th Nov 2025: Having been previously circulated, the 

minutes were proposed as an accurate reflection of the meeting by Cllr Boyle, seconded by Cllr 
Pogmore, and approved. Minutes signed by the Chair. 
 

4/26 To hear from the public: A resident introduced himself as the owner of the land where the Cricket 
field is located. He asked for and introduction to Council members, which was provided. He wished 
to have a discussion about the Cricket Club, the Chair responded that the item allowed 3 minutes 
to raise matters pertinent to the agenda items. The resident raised a concern regarding that Cllrs, 
naming Cllrs Pogmore and Matthew, had not disclosed interests in the item regarding the Cricket 
Club.  

 
Another resident who had indicated that he would write to the MP to seek assistance with 
clarifying the interpretation of the EA ruling on how the pond silt could be managed stated that he 
had been referred to the Norfolk Ponds Project and back to the EA. He felt he was ‘Tilting at 
windmills’, he stated that he would now write to Emma Donaldson MP for assistance. (The SoS for 
DEFRA is Emma Reynolds MP, no record of Emma Donaldson could be found on Gov.UK, the 
resident may wish to check the name and contact details he has). 
 
A resident having noted the removal of the broken bench asked that the Council consider replacing 
it with a round one to reflect the shape of the pond. 
 
A resident gave his views on the ‘sad events regarding the Cricket Club and hoped it could be 
resolved amicably’ 
 
The Captain of the Cricket Club introduced himself and stated that he was present to hear the 
deliberations on the planning item regarding the Cricket Field. 
 
A resident introduced herself as the co-owner of the cricket field land and stated that ‘it was very 
sad that negativity from the Parish Council and the public …’ a pause was then followed by a rebuke 
of the Chair for which the Chair rebuffed it when accused of rolling his eyes, stating that this was a 
continuation of unfounded accusations of negativity and libel levelled at the Council in earlier 
correspondence from the landowners, that had already been responded to in full, and given that 
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the landlord had chosen to include the Monitoring Officer in that email and with a subsequent 
statement that the matter had been referred to the MO. The Chair noted that he advised Cllrs not 
to engage while there may be an ongoing investigation.  The resident accused the Cllrs of not 
declaring an interest, Cllr Matthew explained that it is only pecuniary interests that it applies to and 
as there is no apparent impact or implications on the value of his, or Cllr Pogmore’s property as a 
result of a change of use as applied for, then no DPI exists. Cllr Pogmore emphasised that she has 
no interests in the Cricket Club, having previously made clear in earlier correspondence that a 
memorial match held in the memory of her late husband does not infer any interest in the club or 
the use of the ground. The Resident had nothing further to add. 

 
The resident clarified that she was willing to talk to anyone and provide information regarding the 
cricket field and pavilion. The Chair drew a line under the matter and with no further comments 
moved to the next item. 

 
5/26 Reports from visiting officers: Borough Cllr Lintern provided a report on recent events and gave 

notice of a new 10 year Youth Strategy Plan, suggesting Cllrs or groups reference it in any grant 
applications or such like as it would enhance applications. The Customs house is being included in 
the KL regeneration project. She also gave notice of forthcoming correspondence to councils 
regarding the Your News weekly bulletin and that it will ask for contact details for Councils and 
groups (with their permission) so that they could be subscribed to a 2 way communication and 
information flow.  
 
Cllr Pogmore asked about the large (20%) increase in the Brown Bin collection fee, Cllr Lintern 
explained that it was to bring charges back in line with cost after a few years of no, or low, 
increases. 

 
6/26 Financial Matters: 

a. Reconciliation of accounts – Cllr Miller conducted a sample check of invoices/receipts, bank 
statements and cashbook summaries and countersigned the RFO’s reconciliation check. 

b. Payments approved and paid since the last meeting: The Clerk explained that between meetings a 
request to contrbute towards the village christmas lights around the pond was received and 
Council had agreed for Cllr Boyle to purchase lights for up to £100 and be reimbursed. The 
payments list was proposed by Cllr Pogmore, seconded by Cllr Miller and agreed.  

 
 

c. Budget 2026/27: having been refined following the latest reconcilliation and circulated with the 
agenda pack (Annex A), the key factors in the narrative were explained by the RFO. Cllrs having 
already reviewed the draft in Nov were satisfied that the budget was both prudent in its building of 
ear marked reserves and calculation. The budget was proposed by Cllr Miller, seconded by Cllr 
Boyle.  
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d. Precept 2026/27: A precept of £9,255.00  was proposed by Cllr Miller, seconded by Cllr Boyle and 
agreed. 
 

7/26 Appointment of Internal Auditor: The clerk reported that Mr Robin Goreham’s appointment, had 
been accepted. 
 

8/26 Correspondence: No late correspondence received requiring a decision. 
 

9/26 Planning Consultations. 
a. Planning applications: 
b. 25/01922/LDP Boughton Cricket Club's Pavilion - application for change of use. Whilst not a 

statutory consultee, the Council were informed by the Chair to consider whether a comment to 
the Planning Officer regarding the proposed change of use should be submitted. After debate as 
to the application it was considered that there was insufficient information regarding the 
proposed change of use to form an opinion. It was considered that the dispute regarding the 
lease and ownership of the pavilion/clubhouse would be best resolved before the application was 
determined. Cllr Boyle proposed that the Council commented that a pause on planning 
proceedings until the ownership was legally resolved would seem appropriate, seconded by Cllr 
Miller and unanimously agreed. 

c. Late planning applications: None. 
d. Decisions since last meeting: Cllr Pogmore noted that the ‘Brown Fen’ application had been 

permitted and although it had largely reverted to the original permitted design and conditions, 
she was disappointed that the Planners had not consulted the Fen Ctte, as the SSSI custodians 
and acknowledged experts on the Fen that neighbours the property. Cllr Lintern undertook to 
query this with the Planners. 

 
10/26 Highways Matters:  

a. Cllr Matthew reported that the latest SAM2 data had not been downloaded yet due to the 
adverse weather. He also asked if anyone had heard from the residents that had expressed an 
interest in setting up a Community Speed Watch team, as he had offered to share traffic data to 
assist in their process; nothing heard, offer still stands. 

 
11/26 Cllr and Clerk’s report on ongoing matters:  

a. A quote of £30 from RLS Computer Services (administrator of the Council’s IT) to clear and certify 
the data cleansing of the old council laptop was presented. Council decided to have the laptop 
cleansed and certified, then hand it to the Chair to repurpose whilst removing it from the asset 
register as it no longer compliant for Council use.  

b. Council filing cabinet: The new clerk has no use for the cabinet and the clerk offered to substitute 
a suitably sized file box. Council agreed that the Council had no use for, nor storage options and 
agreed to the Clerk’s suggestion. The Clerk stated that it could be called back if it was required in 
the future. 

 
12/26 Pond & Green Maintenance.  

a. Tree Survey – Cllr Payne reported the ongoing plan for removal of dead branches as 
recommended in the survey report. Cllr Payne asked about the ownership/responsibility for the 
large tree in the hedge line at the play park as it was not included in the recent survey. It was 
understood this tree was the responsibility of the property next to the play park and it was 
suggested that the Clerk write to the owners to highlight the risks and that they might consider a 
regime of inspections. 

b. Pond: With there being no additional information to override the current silt dewatering barrier 
plan that is the only affordable option that is compliant with EA guidance, then Cllr Payne 
reported on progress with obtaining quotes. The SF IDB had withdrawn their offer, and other 
solutions are continuing to be investigated. Other funding opportunities were suggested for 

https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=T5ZUKQIVJ9O00
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research. The Clerk reminded Council that an application for a CIL Community Grant in March 
could still be submitted if there were a realistic outline plan and quotes under consideration. Cllr 
Payne suggested suspending the next treatment of Siltex until after the work was complete and it 
was agreed. Cllr Payne also noted that the Irises don’t seem to tolerate more than 40 cm of water 
on the rhizomes and that the current elevated level is restricting further encroachment naturally. 

c. Bench on the Green: The repaired bench having failed in Dec has been removed and disposed of 
and Council considered the specification for a replacement; whilst acknowledging the request for 
a circular seat like the new picnic bench it was noted that a standard bench offered a popular 
alternative to the picnic bench which wasn’t over-utilised. It was agreed that it should be made of 
wood and not the recycled plastic to remain in keeping, a more ornate style should be 
considered. It was also noted that the new bench should fit on the existing base. The Clerk was 
asked to identify options and report to Council with costs. 

 
13/26 To receive new reports from cllrs and propose agenda items for the next meeting: Cllr Boyle 

raised a suggestion that as the Council had previously issued a notice not to walk on the pond when 
frozen, that it might be prudent to do so again as it is currently frozen. Cllr Matthew undertook to 
put a notice on the Council social media page (posted by 8am on 7th Jan). 
 

14/26 HR: Cllr Matthew proposed a resolution to exclude the public in accordance with the Public Bodies 
Admission to Meetings Act 1960 s.1(2) to conduct confidential Staffing matters. Seconded by Cllr 
Miller and agreed. Council noted the retirement of the Proper Officer/RFO formally notified on the 
5th Nov 25 and having interviewed an applicant between meetings, ratified the subsequent 
recruitment process and offer to Mrs Jo Lloyd to be the Proper Officer/RFO with effect from the 
19th Jan 2026. The Council agreed with the Chair that the new Clerk, having undertaken research 
into ongoing matters to read into the role in advance, should be paid from 1st Jan 2026. The Clerk 
and Chair signed the contract of employment. The Clerk, having asked for meeting dates to 
deconflict with her other 2 current councils, agreed with the collective agreement to the change to 
the 4th Tuesday of odd numbered months with immediate effect. It was highlighted that the May 
meeting would fall after the May Public Holiday and may risk being inquorate, Council agreed to 
consider changing that meeting date if necessary. 
 
Mr. Inder was thanked by the Chair and Cllrs for his work in bringing the Council up to date with 
current best practice and providing support to himself and other Cllrs over the 6 years in post. Mr 
Inder echoed the sentiment, stating that he had enjoyed working for the community and Council 
and seeing the Green, play park and Fen continue to thrive. 
 

15/26 The Chair thanked everyone for their participation and closed the meeting at 8.35pm. 

 
 

Chair ……………………………………       Prepared by 
         Mr Mike Inder 
Date …………………………………………..     Clerk to Boughton Parish Council 
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Annex A 
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